Hepatitis C virus and Sjögren's syndrome: trigger or mimic?
Patients who have chronic hepatitis C virus infection present some extrahepatic manifestations that may mimic the clinical, immunologic, and histologic manifestations of primary Sjögren's syndrome (SS). Various demographic, clinical, and immunologic features may aid differentiation between the two processes. Chronic hepatitis C virus infection should be considered an exclusion criterion for the classification of primary SS, not because it mimics primary SS, but because the virus may be implicated in the development of SS in a specific subset of patients.